School Newsletter

Autumn Term 2 2021

Dear all,

Over the past term it has been great to get back to doing some of the more regular things that
children have missed out on during the pandemic. Our juniors have been on their
residentials to Edale and Whitehall as well as to Cromford Mills to learn about the Industrial
Revolution. The whole school has been to see the pantomime, Aladdin, at the Buxton Opera
House, and the infants have performed the nativity story of Babushka at St Mary’s Church.
It was fantastic to see so many people able to attend the nativity and it reminded us of what
we had missed through the pandemic, and certainly last Christmas when we were unable to
see our extended families. I hope that those who were only able to access the filmed dress
rehearsal also enjoyed it in the comfort of their own home.
However, it also reminded us of the shadow Covid continues to cast over us all, especially schools. With the
daily announcements looking increasingly ominous, we cannot be certain over what will happen in the new year.
We sincerely hope and expect to be in school continuing as normal, but if we are asked to return to remote
learning then we will be well practised in that too. We have even had a significant upgrade to our school Wi-Fi
network, which is working well with the laptops and iPad’s we have in school, and should also improve the quality
and consistency of any zoom lessons, should they be needed.
I know that there are many families who have been affected by positive Covid tests and may not be able to have
the Christmas they planned. We do hope that those people are at least able to get rest and relaxation and are
able to make the best of the holiday period. Everyone here at South Darley is thinking of you and looking forward
to seeing you healthy and happy in January.
Paul Wilde, Headteacher.

Our Value this term is:
We will be exploring:
•
Finding peace in scriptures such as Psalm 23 ‘The Lord is my
shepherd…’
•
Making peace when we have quarreled;
•
Jesus as the Prince of Peace and the story behind the famous
‘Christ of the Andes’ statue;
•
How St Francis of Assisi lived at peace with the world;
•
Winners of the Nobel Peace Prize such as Betty Williamson and
Mairead Corrigan.

Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God

Excerpt from “The Night of Our Awakening” by Chris Erdman
Most of us are familiar with the name, “Scrooge.” Even we don’t know the 1843 book—A Christmas Carol, by
Charles Dickens—we know the name, name “Scrooge." If someone is being contrarian, grumpy, or miserly we’ll
call them “Scrooge.” If we’re feeling contrarian, grumpy, and withdrawn we’re tempted to say, “Bah, humbug!”
What is Christmas for?
Some say, “The purpose of Christmas is to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child, Jesus.” Yes, that’s true, but it’s
not the whole truth. Many religious people say that “Jesus is the reason for the season.” Christmas is about the
historical person of Jesus, born to a historical Mary and Joseph, in a far away historical place called Bethlehem.
A lot of religious people worry that Christmas has been co-opted by commercialism. “Keep Christ in Christmas!”
they say.
But keeping Christ-as-a-historical-figure in Christmas is meaningless if Christmas isn’t kept in us. Christmas isn’t
merely about Jesus; it is, more importantly, about what Jesus was and is about. If we don’t find ways to recognize
in ourselves the mystery of divinity in us; if we don’t find ways to reverence the presence of God at the heart of
every human being, regardless of whether a person is religious or not, we have missed the true purpose of
Christmas.
Dickens’s story, A Christmas Carol, is among the best loved and best known pieces of literature in the English
speaking world. Too often, though, we remember Scrooge for the way Dickens describes him at the beginning of
the story rather than the Scrooge we see at the end. “Scrooge!” writes Dickens at the beginning of A Christmas
Carol, “a squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous, old sinner!” But by the end of the story,
Ebenezer Scrooge is transformed from that squeezing, wrenching, grasping, covetous, bah-humbugging miser into a
person who says, “I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.”
This is what Christmas is for. Christmas in our hearts, kept all year long, because something
new is born in us,
child-like, loving, playful, open, trusting, and wildly generous—Christ
in us, and we, a sign and symbol of what God intends for us and for the world.
If Ebenezer Scrooge can change, there’s hope for all of us. There’s hope for the most
entrenched tyrant we’re tempted to dismiss. There’s hope for the most hopeless situation.
What we’ve become isn’t all we’re meant to be—there’s always more liberation, more joy,
more goodness and playfulness and warmth and generosity that want to break out of these
chains that hold us back. And the world isn’t all it could be—there’s always more beauty
and warmth and justice and generosity that want to break through the chains of greed and
violence and cruelty that hold so much of the world captive.
If Scrooge can change, there’s hope for everyone; no situation is hopeless.

Sad news but keep the faith!
Covid cases are higher than at any point since the start of the pandemic and advice is
to consider carefully what you do. As St Mary’s is a smaller church social distancing
is often difficult We have made the sad decision to cancel a number of key events
over this festive period. The carol service on the 19th December and the school carol service on
Tuesday 21st December have both been cancelled as well as the 10am service on the 25th
December. A number of services due to be held at St Helen’s have also been cancelled and other
services will now take place via zoom. Please see full details provided by Rev Stephen Monk on his
Facebook page.
Parking is always a contentious issue—every one wants to park close to school so
that they can collect their children as quickly as possible. Please remember when
parking your vehicle to be respectful to others, including our local neighbours.
When parking on the main road please park above the church gate—parking below
the gate causes issues for other traffic users especially when a bus is at the bus
stop. Parking in front of the plantation entrance causes visibility issues for those
wanting to cross the road safely. Thank you for your continued consideration.
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Top 10 Online Safety Tips at Christmas
At a time of the year when children (and adults) are gifted new technology it is a
good time to review your online safety. Always remember to: Keep Personal Information Private - You wouldn't hand out personal information










to strangers in the street—so why hand it out to millions of people online?
 Check Privacy settings – Stay in control of who can see the stuff you post online.
If all your setting are on Private only people you approve will be able to see.
Think before you post - Any comment or image you post online may stay online forever because removing the
original does not remove any copies that other people may have made. Before you post it ask yourself is this a
good idea?
Know who your friends are - People you meet online are not always who they claim to be. They may not even
be real. Only accept follow or friend requests from people you know in real life.
Protect your passwords – Treat your password like your toothbrush, never share it with anyone else.
Respect - Respect other people’s views, even if you don’t agree with their views doesn’t mean you need to be
rude. Ask yourself is what you’re going to say helpful or hurtful.
Log off – If you Log on make sure you Log off. If you are always logged onto your accounts, people could use
your details without your permission!
Protect your device – Make sure you lock your devices when you aren’t using them, that way if you lose it or its
stolen people won’t be able to access your personal files and steal your identity.
Know where to get help - Understand how to report to service providers and use blocking and deleting tools. If
something happens that upsets you online, it’s never too late to tell someone.
Enjoy – The internet provides lots of opportunities for creativity and can provide valuable opportunities to explore passions and aspirations, keep in contact with Family and Friends, learn new things and engagement with
world issues – use it wisely.

Please make sure you, your family and your children stay safe online this Christmas.
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Thank you to all who attended the recent cake and uniform
sale. It was great to see so many parents and children
supporting FOSDS. The cake sale raised £93.74, the cake
raffle raised £76.90 and the uniform sale raised £24.50. A
huge thank you to all who made this such a success.
FOSDS still needs your help. Without a committee it cannot
meet its statutory duties and without its members—you, the
parents—attending the annual general meeting committee
members cannot be voted in. Please help us to help your
school by attending the AGM, which will be held directly
after school on Monday 24th January—the date chosen by
our parents on the recent FOSDS survey.

A big thank you to Birchover Reclamation of Porters Lane,
Middleton (email info@birchoverreclamation.co.uk or ring on
01629 82832) who sponsored this years
Christmas tree and also managed
delivery by a Christmas elf! Decorated
by our children as part of a FOSDS
competition the tree was blessed at a
small outdoor service
by Reverend Stephen Monk.
Thank you once
again to all who have
helped this term.

Your copy of ‘Dates for the Diary’ will be sent out at the start of next term.

Please make sure you keep a copy to hand and remember that it is updated at the end of
every half term.
Please note that dates can alter and events can change. A new calendar will be issued at
the end of each term. You will also be able to find a copy on the school webpage by clicking on the latest news tab.
Don’t forget the first day of the Spring Term 2022 is Monday 10th January 2022. inset
days are on Monday 28th February 2022, Monday 6th June 2022 and Tuesday 7th June
2022
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