School Newsletter

Summer Term 4 2022

Dear All,
We have been really busy at school recently with the talent show, poetry recital, a juniors trip
to Twycross Zoo and various sporting events all taking place. Next term promises to be even
busier with SATs, school show, sports day and leavers events to name just a few things.
This is what we like though and the shadow of covid has not stopped us (although has forced
some things online).
I am really pleased to say that we have appointed our new Y3/4 teacher following recent interviews. We had 28 applications to the position and invited 5 really strong candidates to
school but Jessica Adsett was successful. Like Mr Pass when he joined, Jessica is a newly
qualified teacher (ECT), but we are confident that she has all the skills needed to be
successful here. I must thank the Y3/4 class who were taught mini-lessons by all 5
candidates and some of our school council who conducted mini interviews with them. Their input was listened to
and taken account of as part of our selection process. I look forward to you being able to meet Miss Adsett in
due course.
I hope everyone has a great break and comes back to school refreshed and ready to enjoy the summer.

Paul Wilde, Headteacher

Break time snacks and
drinks

Could we please remind all
children that break time snacks
should be fruit or a suitable
healthy snack. Infants have a
piece of fruit provided through
the government Fruit for Schools scheme. Please
do not send your children with crisps or sweets/
chocolate or chocolate bars. If you send another
snack – please make sure it’s a healthy one,
preferably another piece of
fruit. We’ve noticed more
junior children with sugary
snacks and crisps at break.
Please avoid these –
chocolate bars and highly
salted snacks don’t promote
a healthy lifestyle and should
be avoided. Drink bottles
should be filled with water
only and not juice/cordial. If
spilt it can stain and/or go
sticky, especially when spilt
on carpets, clothes or school
books. Thanks for your
support.

SCHOOL FRUIT SCHEME

The School Fruit and Vegetable Scheme (SFVS) helps
your child achieve 5 a day. Fruit and vegetables are a
good source of the nutrients that children need and
form part of a healthy, balanced diet. It is
recommended that children – like adults – eat at least
five portions of fruit and vegetables every day but
research shows that on average children in England eat
only about three portions, with many eating fewer. As
part of the Governments Healthy Schools programme
the infants are already provided with a piece of fruit
to eat every day, and we would very much like to
encourage our juniors to
join in and bring a piece
of fruit or a vegetable
for their morning snack.
In conjunction with the
SFVS scheme, we can
offer juniors a piece of
fruit every day at a cost
of approximately 70p
per child per week. Parents will need to pay for one full
term in advance. The school can only participate if we
have a guaranteed minimum number of children.
If you would like your junior child to join the fruit
scheme please complete the Parentpay fruit scheme
details by Friday 29th April 2022. Thank you.

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, Matthew 6:14

Pause for Thought……….There are so many things that I love about our church school - and one of them

is how kind our children and adults are to those around them. Even at the end of a long term I’ve seen our older
children helping the younger ones to play, I’ve had doors held open for me and heard children displaying courtesy
and encouragement, not least to some very nervous interview candidates this week! And being kind to other
people often makes us feel just as happy as we have made them. If you’d like to challenge yourself over the
Easter holidays then the nice people at www.schoolofkindness.org have an Easter kindness challenge that you
could choose to take part in. Download their challenge from the website and, when you’ve completed it, return it
to them at 52 Lives – School of Kindness, PO Box 3154 Reading, RG1 9AT or email it to them at schools@52lives.org. There are prizes and everything!
Kindly submitted by Miss Gill
Our Value this term is:

We will be finding out about:
Saying sorry and being forgiven in the story of ‘The Lost Son’ (…or is it
‘The Forgiving Father’?)
Being forgiven and starting again, like Zacchaeus the taxman
‘Amazing Grace’, the story of John Newton
Forgiving others as we are forgiven- The Lords’ Prayer
The Cross, a symbol of forgiveness

Services are held in St Mary’s Church on the 1st Friday in every month (Celebration) and the 3rd Tuesday of
every month (Family) and normally start at approx. 9.10am. We look forward to seeing all the children and
parents there!
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, Matthew 6:14

During summer months please ensure your child has appropriate sun/skin
protection. Staff are not able to apply sun cream to children so please ensure
you apply sun cream to your child at the start of the school day. There are a
range of all day use sun creams available at most supermarkets or chemists.
As part of the school uniform children require a red legionnaire hat with the
school logo on which must be worn when outside on sunny days. FOSDS kindly
provide all children with a hat upon entry to the school – if your child’s hat
needs replacing please order a new one at www.myclothing.com.
Infant hats are kept in school whilst juniors are responsible
for their own hats. It is a year 5/6 privilege to wear their own
hat so long as it has a peak and doesn't contain
inappropriate slogans or images. As always, please ensure
all hats are named so that we can return lost or misplace
items!

You can find out more by reading our sun awareness policy
which is available to view on the school website.

PE returns to Darley Dale Cricket Club
As in previous years, in the summer term we will be having our PE at
Darley Dale Cricket Club on a Friday afternoon. School staff will walk
the children down to the cricket club after lunch and you are expected
to pick up your children from there rather than from school at their
normal collection time. In the event of poor weather, we may cancel PE
and stay at school instead. If this is the case then we will send a text
message out.
Current local authority covid
measures for schools mean that
we are unable to bring any
children back to school. Infants
should be collected at 3.15pm,
lower juniors at 3.20pm and upper juniors at 3.25pm. At the end of each
session, as teachers release children back into your care, please take them
off the grassed areas and return to your cars. Please do not let them come
back and play with those who are awaiting collection with teachers as it
becomes difficult for school staff to know who has and who hasn’t been
collected.
We are very lucky to be able
to use the cricket club so please ensure that you don’t let children
play with any equipment/property that belongs to the club, in
particular the cricket club nets which cost the cricket club a lot of
money to maintain and repair and please do not allow children to
wander further afield, especially near the area close to the river
embankment. This year we have more children and therefore more
cars. Can we please ask that you take your children promptly from
the cricket club so it frees up space for other people to use the
limited parking available.
Children should come to school dressed in their PE kits on a Friday
and in sunny weather will also need sunscreen and their school sun hat.

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, Matthew 6:14

Attendance Matters
Whole school attendance for the Spring
terms 3 and 4 was 95.58%, giving us an
AMBER traffic light against our target of
97%. If your child is ill, you should phone
school before 9.15am—please leave a
message on the answerphone anytime.
Staff will attempt to contact parents/
carers if no message is received.
Any child who has experienced sickness
or diarrhoea should self-isolate for a
period of 48 hrs from the last instance of
sickness or diarrhoea.

Morning clubs

Any child who has Covid-19 symptoms or
tests positive for covid-19 should remain
of school until 3 days has passed and
they have no further symptoms.

Term 5 and 6 Morning clubs are now
available for booking through Parent Pay.
The price for each morning club is £2 per
child per session when paid on a daily
basis or £20 per child per session for all of
the term when paid in advance. To pay in advance
please make sure you pay by Friday 29th April 2022
using the advanced payment option for the day you
want using parent pay.
Thank you.

Your copy of ‘Dates for the Diary’ should
arrive in your mail boxes alongside this newsletter.
Please make sure you keep a copy to hand and
remember that it is updated at the end of every half
term.

Please note that dates can alter and events can
change. A new calendar
will be issued at the end
of each term. You will
also be able to find a
copy on the school
webpage by clicking on
the latest news tab.
Don’t forget the first day
of the Summer Term 5
2022 is Monday 25th
April 2022. The
remaining dates for
inset days are Monday
6th June 2022 and
Tuesday 7th June 2022.
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, Matthew 6:14

