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7.1.26

Dear Parents,
Happy New Year!  I hope you all had a good Christmas and are ready for the new term ahead.

On behalf of all the staff can I thank everyone for the kind gifts and presents we received.  They are all very much appreciated.

School Closure Alerts

As you may be aware, there are weather warnings out for snow overnight this Thursday into Friday.  We always monitor the situation carefully and never lightly take any decision to close the school.  There are many things we must take into account including the ability of staff to travel to school and the provision of hot meals from the Darley Dale Primary School Kitchen.  We also understand that all our families have different routes and methods of getting to school and are affected in different ways by adverse weather.  Therefore, please take your own decisions regarding your family’s safety when travelling to school under or just after a weather advisory.
If we do need to take the difficult decision to close, or alter school arrangements in some way, then we will inform you via the Government messaging system and Class Dojo.  Please check these before calling school.  There is no longer a DCC website showing school closures.  In anticipation, we are not running after-school club on Thursday so staff can return home safely before the warning comes into effect.
Continued Kolkata Links and Fundraiser
As you know, we have had a successful partnership with Hastings School in Kolkata, India for many years, with several members of staff having made the visit to India.  The trip will be happening again next week but none of our staff will be going.  However, Mrs Wilde, who the children know, will be going, along with Mrs Slack, Headteacher at Winster CE Primary School and Monyash CE Primary School to keep the link with Hastings and South Darley strong.  We plan to have live linkups during collective worship once again and the children will having some special lessons about India. They have already been making friendship bracelets to give to the children at Hastings School.  The school council also plans to have a fundraiser to raise money for the Kolkata children’s Sports Day event (and other resources).  

Therefore, on Thursday next week, we plan to see how many laps they can run or walk round school in half an hour.  You can either bring in a donation in anticipation that day or sponsor them per lap of the school.
Children’s Digital Lives Safety Resources

The Children’s Commissioner has released a new guide to help parents manage children’s online lives.  There is also an activity pack for children to discuss with their parents.  They are extremely useful resources and we urge you to take a look at them: 'What I wish my parents or carers knew…': A guide for parents and carers on managing children’s digital lives | Children's Commissioner for England
Home to School Travel survey 

Following updated legal guidance from government, DCC has launched a consultation on plans to update its school travel policies to make them more inclusive and promote independence. complete the online survey, which runs until midnight on Sunday 22 February 2026. 
Neurodiversity and extremism workshops

Free online and in-person workshops for parents of neurodiverse young people, to help families keep young people safe from risks such as online extremism, grooming, radicalisation and wider harms. Please book through the Safer Derbyshire Neurodiversity workshops link.
Student Teachers

Mr Haswell, who has been teaching in Year 3 and 4, will not be with us this term as he has a new school placement.  He will return to be with us in the Summer Term.  However we are pleased to welcome Mrs Alden, who will be placed with the Infant Class for this term.

Regards,

Paul Wilde

Headteacher
 South Darley C.E. Primary School 
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